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(57) In order to provide a membrane electrode as- 
sembly and a fuel cell in which the thickness of the solid 
polymer electrolyte membrane is thin by enhancing self- 
protection of the solid polymer electrolyte membrane, a 
membrane electrode assembly (20) comprises a solid 
polymer electrolyte membrane (22) and a pair of gas dif- 
fusion electrode layer (24 and 26) having catalyst layers 
(28 and 30) and gas diffusion layers (24 and 26). The 



catalyst layers of the gas diffusion electrode layer sand- 
wich the solid polymer electrolyte membrane, one sur- 
face of the solid polymer electrolyte membrane is cov- 
ered by the gas diffusion electrode layer (26) and the 
other surface of the solid polymer electrolyte membrane 
extends over the gas diffusion electrode layer (24), and 
ends of the catalyst layer of one gas diffusion electrode 
layer are disposed to be offset to ends of the catalyst 
layer of the other gas diffusion electrode layer. 
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